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Introducing...The LPE Individualized Learning Team  

 

Legacy Point Elementary 

Beacon  
 

Learn, Live, Love, Laugh & Leave A Legacy  

 

 
We are so fortunate to have our amazing team of educators on the Individualized 
Learning Team! Our team consists of dedicated and talented educators--let’s meet 
them! 
 
Donna Bales is so excited to be the Speech Language Pathologist at Legacy Point 
Elementary! Originally from a small town in New Mexico, she recently moved to 
back to Colorado after 20 years away, living in Northern California, Georgia, 
Kentucky and most recently 10 years in Las Vegas, Nevada. She has 3 grown 
children, all girls. Her oldest lives in Dallas with her husband, and the other two live 
here in Parker. We enjoy hanging out together, exploring Colorado, trying new 
recipes, and watching movies. I also adore reading and have way too many books! I 
live with my dog, “Peppermint” who is a 15-year-old Maltese. He is nearly blind and 
deaf, but still loves to play and cuddle. I’ve worked in a variety of settings, including 
elementary, middle and high school, early intervention, and a day program for strokes 
and traumatic brain injuries. I love helping others find their best strengths in order to 
support any areas that need a boost.  I love to laugh and sing and I use lots of music 
and books in therapy. 
 
Cody Cooper is new to LPE this year , and he joins us as the Voyager  classroom 
teacher. He graduated from Colorado Mesa University with a Master’s degree in 
elementary education and a Bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. He started his 
teaching career with juvenile offenders at a non-profit, mentoring organization. He 
has spent that last ten years on the Western Slope of Colorado in Grand Junction and 
Rifle where he taught 4th and 5th grade for the last 3 years. He is happy to be back on 
the Front Range with his family!  
 
 
Continued on Next page………………... 
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Lynn Eklund is thr illed to be at Legacy Point this year ! Her  own children attend 
LPE, so it has a very special place in her heart. This is her ninth year of teaching--she 
taught for several years before deciding to spend some time at home with her children 
when they were young. Through those years, I always managed to work with children, as 
it is her passion, but this is her first year back teaching in a certified position. She 
graduated from the University of Northern Iowa with a degree in Early Childhood 
Education and Elementary Education. She is currently working on her Master's degree in 
Special Education at Colorado State University- Pueblo, and  she loves how she is able to 
apply everything she’s learning to working with her student.  
 
Lynn and her husband Pete are blessed with three wonderful children that keep them very 
busy. Lydia is a freshman at Ponderosa this year, Liam is in his last year as a fifth grader at 
LPE, and our youngest Brandt, is in second grade. Their  family enjoys traveling, hiking, 
watching movies and sports, and just spending time together! 
 
She takes my role as an educator very seriously. She loves the rewards and challenges it 
brings. There is nothing greater than seeing the light bulb go off for students and to watch 
them gain confidence as learners. It is her mission that all of her students will discover 
how they learn best, and that they will acquire strategies that will help them grow as 
learners. 
 
Sharon Fisher is a licensed Occupational Therapist that specializes in pediatr ics. She 
graduated from the University of Hartford in 1996. She has worked in a variety of therapy 
settings including Early Intervention, the schools, and outpatient rehabilitation. She’s 
worked with a wide variety of patients with orthopedic, neurological and developmental 
delays. This will be her 3rd year at Legacy Point and is excited to work with my students 
and watch them grow! Sharon, her husband, and their two boys (Matthew and Max) 
moved to Colorado in 2013 from Atlanta, Georgia. We love the outdoors and spend our 
weekends hiking, biking, camping, traveling and attempting to ski.  
 
 
Cece Garza is Legacy Point’s ELD (English Language Development) teacher at Legacy 
Point.  She has been teaching second language learners for 15 years.  Before moving to 
Colorado she taught 3rd grade in California. She graduated from Grand Canyon University 
with a Masters Degree in TESOL (Teaching English as a Second Language) and a 
Bachelors degree in education.  
 
She is married and has triplet boys that are now 23 years old. She is a huge animal lover, 
so she currently has 4 dogs, 4 cats and 2 geese. She and her husband love spending their 
time on the lake skiing and just having a great time.  
 
She loves teaching and feels that all students should have the same opportunities to learn 
to the best of their abilities. She meets students in small groups, independently or in the 
classroom - it all depends on their needs.  
 
 
Heather Kidd and is the 2nd-5th grade Learning Specialist at LPE. She graduated from 
the University of Wyoming with a dual major in elementary/special education and a 
Masters degree from Walden University in Literacy. She moved to Colorado eighteen 
years ago to pursue her teaching career. Her first two years of teaching, she taught special 
education and then taught first grade for twelve years. In 2014, she decided to switch back 
to her passion and become a Learning Specialist in special education. 
 
She believes that as a teacher, she gives students the motivation and confidence that is 
needed for them to believe that they can succeed. She is passionate and motivated to help 
guide all students so that they never need to question their potential. She always strives to 
make her classroom a safe and comfortable learning environment. 
 
Continued on Next page………….. 

Introducing...The LPE Individualized Learning Team  

http://www.mybooktrails.org/
http://www.greatwesternbank.com/bankers/w/cody-wood


Page 3  

Page 3 March  2019                         Legacy Point Elementary School Beacon 

  

March  Habit/Home-School Connection:        
  Habit 5– Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood  

 

 

Habit 5, “Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood” is March’s habit of focus. This habit is one of empathic 
communication, where we recognize that we have greater influence with others if we truly understand them first. When 
we listen empathically, we listen with the sole intent to understand another person within his or her frame of reference, 
not to respond or share a story of how we’ve had the same experience. This type of listening is void of probing, 
evaluating, advising, or interpreting what the speaker is saying--it’s just about listening.  
 
Below are some links to help you explore this at home with your students.  
 
The Empty Pot 
 
This video is great for parents who want to understand this habit better.  
 
 
Continued on Next Page…………………. 
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Sarah Merchant is a native Coloradan who absolutely loves spending time outside! She loves biking, r unning, 

rafting and hiking with her family of five. She received her B.A. in Special Education from Seattle Pacific University. 

Later in her teaching career she went back to school and earned her Master’s degree so that she could better understand 

how speaking another language impacts students.     

 

Kim Nelson and is the Reading Recovery teacher  here at Legacy Point. She has been a liter acy specialist and 
Reading Recovery teacher here in Douglas County for 17 years. 
 
Before moving to Colorado, she was a Special Education teacher and Reading Recovery teacher for eight years in the 
deserts of California. She is married and has a wonderful 14 year old daughter. She also has a Golden Retriever and a 
very shy cat. 
 
Her job here has two parts. She works individually with four first grade students, following the structure of Reading 
Recovery. She also meets with kindergarten through second grade Booster Groups for 20 to 30 minutes a day, four times 
a week to provide small group literacy instruction for those students who need a little extra boost to help them become 
more proficient readers. This instruction is in addition to their reading instruction in the classroom.  

https://www.centurylink.com/schoolnews/
https://theleaderinmeonline.org/content/tlim/en/student-learning/interactive-content/animated-stories-all.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MrTXTKo3wU
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March  Habit/Home-School Connection:        
  Habit 5– Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood  

 

To practice this skill at home, here are some sentence stems or suggestions that every family member can try! 
 
 

 I feel _________________ about ________________________. 
 
 I would like to… 
 
 Based on my experience, I think we should… 
 
 You could be right. However, I’d prefer… 
 
 That sounds interesting. Can we come back to it later? 
 
 I can see what you mean. I have a different point of view I’d like to share.  
 
 Thank you for sharing your thoughts. Would you be willing to hear mine? 

http://www.medvedsouth.com/
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2nd Annual Graduation Gallop  

Preparations for the 2019 Graduation Gallop 5K are well 

underway. The fun run is a collaborative event between 

the six schools that make up the Ponderosa feeder 

system. Race registration opens Thursday, January 31 at 

midnight. The race will be held Saturday, May 11 at 9 

a.m. on the Douglas County trails adjacent to Sagewood 

Middle School. 

Treasurer Wanted!  

Please see the video regarding the 
conversations around the DCSD Strategic 
Plan and consider attending a community 
forum event.                    

                         

Dr. Tucker on the Strategic Plan  

We pride ourselves in our amazing yearbook filled with 
tons of memories throughout the school year. However, 
we are in dire need of your photos from field trips, class 
parties, presentations, events...any pictures you may have 
of students from the school year. If you have any pictures 
you would like to forward for the yearbook, please email 
them to Tiffany Grizzle at: tiffanygrizzle@comcast.net 
 

Thank you in advance for your help!! 

We Need Your Photos 

 

The Legacy Point Parent-Teacher Involvement Board 
(PTIB) is an integral part of our school--they sponsor 
many of our most popular activities: movie night, the 
Sock Hop, Book Fair, Donuts with Dads, Muffins with 
Moms, Staff Appreciation Week, and SO MUCH MORE. 
They help make LPE such an amazing place to be!!  
 
We’re currently looking for a new treasurer!! 
 
Treasurer Responsibilities involve: 
 

 Being responsible for the PTIB Fund’s accounting 
process  

 To present the budget at each Board of Directors 
meeting in the approved format, this will include 
proposed revenues and expenses 

 To serve as financial advisior for all fund-raisers 
and fund disbursements  

 To assure that proper receipts are provided to indi-
viduals and corporations, who make cash or in-
kind donations to the PTIB 

 To submit plans for fund-raising, disbursing funds, 
and lists of grants disbursed to the DCEF at the 
end of the fiscal year 

 
If you are interested in this position, please email Kristin 
Drury, Principal at kristin.drury@dcsdk12.org or Amy 
Corr, Assistant Principal at amy.corr@dcsdk12.org by 
March 14th.   

Staff Snack Stuff 

We would like to start honoring our amazing staff with a 
monthly snack wagon. Any donations of sweet and/or 
salty snacks would be greatly appreciated.   
 
Please drop off donations at the front office!  

DCSD Strategic Plan  

https://www.dcsdk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=220484&pageId=8554722
mailto:tiffanygrizzle@comcast.net
mailto:kristin.drury@dcsdk12.org
mailto:amy.corr@dcsdk12.org
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PHS Wish Week  

Please join the Ponderosa Feeder Family in helping them fulfill their “Wish Kid” Jackson’s wish of visiting Hawai’i! We 

will be joining in with other feeder schools by participating in the spirit days and dressing up. Families are welcome to 

visit various local eateries and locations for family fun--let them know you’re there for PHS Wish Week and proceeds 

will go towards the Wish Week Fund. 

Please see the fliers below  for more information.                                            Wish Week Video 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zhbPZu9mJUxLtGON5Kt2DZGaRoUCIB6K/view
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 PHS Wish Week 

It’s with great pleasure that PHS introduces you to JACKSON!  

The fifth annual PHS Wish Week is approaching quickly!  

This year Ponderosa is very excited to help fundraise for Make-A-Wish and kids like Jackson. Jackson is 

wonderful 4-year- old boy who suffers from a neurological disorder.  

Jackson’s wish is to visit Hawaii and Ponderosa wants to grant this wish with your help! Imagine making it 

possible for Jackson to go on a trip to relax and get away from the troubles of his illness and spend quality 

time with his family.   

http://www.jphomeexteriors.com/
https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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 PHS Wish Week 
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Exploring Learning at LPE!  

 On February 5th, 140 students from eleven elementary schools in Douglas County School District took part in a choral 

concert at Legend High School. Students were 5th and 6th graders that were chosen from each school based upon 

participation in choir at their school, good citizenship, leadership and singing voice. The guest conductor this year was 

Kathie Summers, retired middle school choir director from Littleton School District. Students participating from 

Legacy Point were:  Kinzey, Carly, Seth, Jace, Kennady, Chloe, Payton, and Lizzie.  

2nd grader in Mrs. Simonette’s class created rotocopters 

while learning about seed dispersment during science. Plants 

have so many ways of getting their seeds to new places!!   

With the snowy and cold weather we’ve had in February, 
2nd graders got creative during indoor recess!  

Sponsorship space in this newsletter is 
extremely affordable!  

Reach parents in your local community & a 
significant portion of your investment goes 
back to the school!  

Want to sponsor this school? Please contact 
Rob Mangelson at Rob@tscacolorado.com or  
(720) 878-4107. 

https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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 Exploring Learning at LPE!  

Mrs. Drury and Mrs. Corr visited Preschool in February 

to listen to Ms. Attiqa play the dholki. They had so much 

fun singing along with the students and wearing a 

beautiful scarf! 

LPE’s Apple Award Representatives 

Classified: Melanie Ward Certified: Shanna Conn 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dholki
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March Dates to Remember                 

March 1st-8th         PHS Wish Week   (Details in the Beacon) 

                                                                    

March 1st                PHS Feeder Spirit Wear - Wear LPE, SGMS, or PHS gear!! 

                                Wish Week event at Sky Zone - 3:00pm - 10:00pm 

 

March 4th               Play Doh Day!  Wear Blue!! 

       Class Picture Day 

 

March 5th               Hawaii Day - Wear your beach gear!! 

                               Wish Week event at the MAC in Castle Rock--all day 

                               LPE Spirit Night at Chik-Fil-A--4:00pm - 8:00 pm 

                               Spring Pictures - 9:30am - 1:30pm 

 

March 6th               PJ Day (please adhere to dress code) 

        

March 7th               Mismatch Day! Wear Mismatched Clothes!! 

                               Wish Week event at Boondocks in Parker--all day 

                               DCSD Strategic Plan Community Feedback Session at 

                               Cimarron Middle School - 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

 

March 8th               PHS Feeder Spirit Wear 

 

March 18th-22nd   No School  Spring Break 

                               Have a wonderful and safe break!! 

 

March 26th             PTIB Meeting 4:15pm - 5:15pm 

 

March 26th             Community Safety and Security Night  -6:30pm - 7:30pm 

                                In the LPE Library 

 

 *Please note that there is a change to the dress-up days from what is in the flyer. 

 Students will wear blue for class pictures. * 

http://www.mucksuck.com/

